Bethany Lutheran Church
Council Meeting Minutes
Tuesday August 19, 2025

Council Members Present: Maggie and Dave Petersen, Elizabeth Oberton, Wade Sandbakken
Pastor Robert Drake, Darren and Lynn Bushinger

Council Members Absent: Brad Hansen and Tania Hendrickson

Secretary: Ashley Sullivan

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by president Darren Bushinger at 6:00pm.

Review and Acceptance of July Minutes: Wade made a motion to accept the minutes,
seconded by Beth. Motion carried.

Old Business:

Outdoor Worship Dates: Our outdoor worship dates are Saturday, August 23rd. August will
include a BBQ at 5pm.

Office hours at Bethany: The council discussed pastoral office hours every Thursday from
12:00 to 4:00 PM at the church. The time is being utilized only minimally. It was proposed that
members can make appointments, as needed. Pastor Robert will discuss the proposed changes
with Pastor Carl. Darren will also discuss with members.

Annual Meeting: The annual meeting will be held October 19, 2025.

VBS: VBS was a big success! Thank you Roxie for leading this effort, along with all of the crew
leaders, station leaders and all other helpers.

Fall Dinner: Steve Poole has sign up sheets in the back of the fellowship hall. The menu was
finalized and volunteers have been assigned food preparation duties. Meetings are being held
every 2 weeks after church on Sundays. The silent auction will be run by Darren and the
council. Ashley has agreed to run grandma’s pantry. We will ask members to start bringing in
silent auction items now that VBS is over. Steve, Lynn and Ashley met with Anna Hansen to
help with promotional ideas. Wade will contact radio stations for interviews to help advertise the
chicken dinner. Ashley will advertise online and will produce fliers for members to share with
neighbors, friends and their families. We are doing a 50/50 raffle. The Fall decor is being
handled by Jan Bueckers and friends.

New business:

Call Process Update: Wade reported there is another meeting on August 19.

Financials: Lynn asked the council’'s permission to apply for a credit card in the church’s name.
It will be used for recurring purchases (QuickBooks subscription) and items such as worship,
kitchen, office and cleaning supplies. Dave made a motion to approve an application to Mid MN
Federal Credit Union for a credit card, seconded by Wade. Motion carried.

Sunday School: Sunday School starts back up in September. The first day is September 21st.
It will continue for the second and fourth Sunday of each month. September 21 is also the date
for the men’s pancake breakfast this Fall..




Maintenance: Darren shared a few maintenance items requiring attention. First, the water filter
needs to be changed more often. He proposed adding this to the Fellowship Team’s tasks. The
council agreed. Also, the dishwasher needs to be repaired. Finally, the lock on the exit door in
the sanctuary needs to be replaced.Wade agreed to take a look at these items to determine
next steps.

Other: Pastor Robert reported that he is exploring opportunities for the youth at Faith and
Bethany to gather for some joint activities.

We adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer at 7:32pm
Next Scheduled Meeting Date: Tuesday September 16th, 2025
Prepared by Ashley Sullivan



