
Bethany Lutheran Church 
Council Meeting Minutes 

February 8, 2026, at 10:15 am 
 
Council Members Present:  Barb Anderson, Brad Hansen, Darren Bushinger, David 
Peterson, Maggie Peterson, Wade Sandbakken 
Council Members Absent: Tania Hendrickson 
Guest Present: Pastor Carl Larson, Lynn Bushinger/Treasurer 
Secretary: Mary Hansen 
 
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by president, Darren Bushinger at 10:14 
am. 
 
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Carl will be gone Sunday, March 22nd.  Pastor Carl will write 
the sermon, and Darren will find someone to read the sermon during worship that 
Sunday.   
 
Review and Acceptance of January 11, 2026, Minutes: Wade made a motion to 
accept the December 16, 2025, minutes as presented, seconded by Brad, motion 
carried.  
 
Review and Acceptance of October 19, 2025, Annual Meeting Minutes:   Maggie 
made a motion to accept the October 19, 2025, Annual Meeting Minutes as presented, 
seconded by David, motion carried.  
 
Review and Acceptance of the October 21, 2025, Council Meeting Minutes: Brad 
made a motion to accept the October 21, 2025, minutes as presented, seconded by 
David, motion carried.  
 
Financial Secretary’s Report: The Council reviewed the Financial Secretary’s Report.  
Wade made a motion to accept the Financial Secretary’s report, seconded by Maggie, 
motion carried. 
 
Treasurers Report: 

1. No report this month (prepared quarterly)  
2. Personnel Items: Wendy Richmond asked about the possibility of a new janitor 
for Bethany.  Darren will ask Wendy to create a list of janitorial duties.  The 
candidate will complete an application and interview. 

 
Old Business: 

3. Call Process Updates: None  
4. Church Repairs & Maintenance: We will have Ballou come every fall to service 
the boilers. 
5. Sledding last minute details/assistance needed: Brad will pick up cookies, 
bottled water and hot chocolate at Costco.  
6. Other Old Business Pastor Open Office 12-4 pm on Thursday.  Mary will note 
this in the weekly announcements. 
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New Business:  

7. Inquiry from the Red Cross to host a blood drive at BLC: David made a motion 
to host a blood drive at Bethany, seconded by Wade, motion carried.  Wade and 
Barb will take the lead on coordinating the blood drive. Mary will share the blood 
drive info she gathered with Wade and Barb. 
8. Easter Schedule  

a. Good Friday service will be at 3 pm at Bethany  
b. Maundy Thursday service at 6:30 pm at Bethany 

9. Other New Business  
 a. Holden services on Wednesdays starting March 25th through Lent 

b.  Brad and Darren will talk with Bob Boyd to discuss further the 
possibility of using the billboard in Cushing.  
c. The council discussed having an “ambassador couple” to approach new 
people who come to church to ask if they want to be members.  It was 
suggested to have Jeanine and Joel Pantzke.  Council agreed to move 
forward on this. 

 
Evangelism Report: 

1. Opportunities for Outreach  
2. Recurring reminder - What needs to be promoted and/or recorded?  

 Website Content & Updates – Contact is Mary Hansen  
 Facebook Announcements & Promotions – Contact is Mary Hansen 

Bulletin/Newsletter/Door/Road Sign – Contact is Mary Hansen  
 
Other Reports: None 
 
Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 11:00 am. 
 
We closed the meeting with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Next Scheduled Meeting Date: Sunday, March 8, 2026, at 10:15 am 
 
Respectfully Submitted by Mary Hansen 
 


