Bethany Lutheran Church
Council Meeting Minutes
December 16, 2025, at 6pm

Council Members Present: Pastor Carl Larson, Barb Anderson, Wade Sandbakken, Brad Hansen,
Maggie Peterson, Darren Bushinger

Council Members Absent: David Peterson, Tania Hendrickson

Guest Present: Lynn Bushinger, Treasurer

Secretary: Mary Hansen

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by president, Darren Bushinger at 5:57 pm.

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Carl shared info about a youth event. Faith is sponsoring a trip to see Toby
Mac at the Target Center on Saturday, March 14, 2026. Through a generous donation, the church will
cover part of the expenses of tickets and a coach bus. Individual costs are still TBD (financial
assistance available). It was requested to have a sign-up sheet at the back of the church.
Chaperones are needed. - Update: Pastor Robert asked that people sign up by calling or texting
him directly instead of a sign-up sheet. The notice in the weekly announcements and
newsletter will reflect that.

Review and Acceptance of November Minutes: Wade made a motion to accept the November 18,
2025, minutes as presented, seconded by Brad, motion carried.

Financial Secretary’s Report: The Council reviewed the Financial Secretary’s Report. Maggie
made a motion to accept the financial secretary’s report, seconded by Wade, motion carried.

Treasurers Report: There was no report this month. In January there will be a report. Lynn shared
that the MN Paid Leave Notices were distributed and the application has been made for a MNUI
Account. Payroll has been moved to QuickBooks to assist in this new process.

Old Business:
1. Christmas Eve Service will be at 5pm. Wade will check if everything is covered but will ask
people at the service if more help is needed.
Items for the Calendar — No new items
Closing Checklist-Posted in kitchen and on the back door
Call Process Updates from Wade - None
Church Repairs & Maintenance - No report
Other Old Business - None
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New Business:

1. Reconciling in Christ (RIC), coordinated by Deacon Susan — cancelled and they asked to
reschedule. Darren will offer future church council meetings as an option during our new
meeting time on Sundays.

Christmas Un - Decorating will be after Worship on Sunday, January 11, 2026.

Service Team Shuffle — effective 1/1/2026. Wade made a motion to change service teams to

four teams covering three months a year, seconded by Brad, motion carried.

4. Pastor Appreciation Service — Sunday, January 18" at Faith Lutheran. Darren will reach out to
members who may want transportation to Faith in Staples. The Faith bus will be used.
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Other New Business: None

Evangelism Report:
1. Opportunities for Outreach — The council discussed ways of making new people feel welcome.

Recurring reminder - What needs to be promoted and/or recorded?
Website Content & Updates — Contact is Mary Hansen
Facebook Announcements & Promotions — Contact is Mary Hansen
Bulletin/Newsletter/Door/Road Sign — Contact is Mary Hansen

Other Reports: None

Adjournment: Wade made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Brad, motion carried at
6:36 pm.

We closed the meeting with the Lord’s Prayer.

Next Scheduled Meeting Date: Sunday, January 11, 2025, at 10:15am

Respectfully Submitted by Mary Hansen



