
Bethany Lutheran Church 
Council Meeting Minutes 

November 18, 2025 
 

Council Members Present:  Pastor Carl Larson, David Peterson, Barb Anderson, Wade Sandbakken, 
Brad Hansen, Tania Hendrickson, Darren Bushinger 
Council Members Absent: Maggie Peterson 
Guest Present: Lynn Bushinger, Treasurer 
Secretary: Mary Hansen 
 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by president, Darren Bushinger at 5:57 pm. 

Pastor’s Report:  None 

Review and Acceptance of October Minutes: The minutes are not available yet. 
 
Financial Secretary’s Report: The Council reviewed the Financial Secretary’s Report. David made a 
motion to accept the financial secretary’s report, seconded by Tania, motion carried. 

Men’s pancake breakfast is still determining what to use the fundraised money for. 

Treasurers Report: – There was no report this month.  Lynn presented an update on PFML (Paid Family 
Medical Leave) and new State of MN tax. Brad made a motion to split the rate 50/50, Wade seconded, 
motion carried. 
 
Old Business: 

1. Pastor Carl asked if four families to volunteer to light the Advent wreath each week of Advent.  
Darren will ask for volunteers on Sunday. 

2. Closing Checklist -Lynn will update the dishwasher instructions and make a note about locking 
the back door too before posting it in the kitchen. 

3. Call Process Updates - None 
4. Church Repairs & Maintenance - No updates 
5. Reminder that Reconciling in Christ (RIC), coordinated by Deacon Susan, will attend December’s 

Council Meeting. 
 

New Business: 
1. No Thanksgiving Eve Service – A sign will be posted on the outside door. 
2. Christmas Eve Service – time change to 5pm.  Mary will put on Facebook, change the road 

sign and put a sign on the outside door. 
3. Service Team Shuffle - Lynn will make edits discussed.  It was suggested to make larger 

teams that serve three months a year instead of two.  The service teams will be finalized at 
the December meeting. 

4. ECO Faith Conference & Donation Request - Pastor Carl will check on cost of the 
conference. 

5. Christmas Decorating – the tree needs to be up and decorated by the first day of Advent, 
November 30th.  Darren will coordinate cutting down the tree and setting it up.  Decorating 
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will be done after worship on Sunday, November 23rd.  A date for taking down the tree will 
be determined later. 

6. The Christmas Program will be on Sunday, December 21st. 
 Other New Business –  

1. Discussion about doing a joint service with Faith for Pastor appreciation day on Sunday, 
January 18, 2026.  Wade made a motion to take part of the pastor appreciation day service, 
Tania seconded, motion carried.  Pastor Carl said Bethany can use the small school bus from 
Faith to provide transportation to Staples.  There will not be a service at Bethany that day. 

2. Discussion on moving the council meetings to Sundays after church starting in January. 
David made a motion to move council meetings to the second Sunday of the month after 
church in January, Barb seconded, motion carried. 
 

Evangelism Report: None 

Recurring reminder - What needs to be promoted and/or recorded? 
Website Content & Updates – Contact is Mary Hansen 
Facebook Announcements & Promotions – Contact is Mary Hansen 
Bulletin/Newsletter/Door/Road Sign – Contact is Mary Hansen 
 

Other Reports: None 

Adjournment: Brad made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Tania, motion carried. 

We closed the meeting with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Next Scheduled Meeting Date: Tuesday, December 16, 2025 

 

Respectfully Submitted by Mary Hansen 

 

 

 


